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Abstract
This paper contains some corrigenda of the Acontia revision, published in 2008, and results of several recent investigations
made since the publication of the revision. It includes the description of two new species, Acontia hausmanni spec. nov. (Kenya),
Acontia eburnea spec. nov. (Ivory Coast), and the following additional taxonomic changes:
Acontia Ochsenheimer, 1816 = Hypercalymnia Hampson, 1910 syn. nov.
tribe Acontiini = Hypercalymniini Fibiger & Lafontaine, 2005 syn. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) versicolorata Hacker nom. nov. (pro olivescens Hampson, 1910, praeocc.)
Acontia (Uracontia) viettei Hacker nom. nov. (pro magnifica Viette, 1958, praeocc.)
Acontia (Acontia) metaxantha Hampson, 1910 comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) ampijoroa (Viette, 1965) comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) laurenconi (Viette, 1965) comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) malagasy (Viette, 1965) comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) gloriosa (Kenrick, 1917) comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) transducta (Viette, 1958) comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) splendida (Rothschild, 1924) comb. nov.
Acontia (Acontia) accola (Felder & Rogenhofer, 1874) comb. nov.
Acontia (Uracontia) magnifica (Viette, 1958) comb. nov.
Acontia (Uracontia) melaphora (Hampson, 1910) comb. nov.

1) Corrigenda
p. 214

Acontia (Emmelia) esperiana spec. nov., paratypes omitted: 2 xx, 2 ww, [Burkina Faso] "Obervolta,
Bobo Dioulasso, 4.viii.1975, 9.viii.1975, 14.viii.1979, 22.viii.1981 (leg. Politzar)” (ZSM); 1 x, [Burkina
Faso] "Obervolta, Folonzo am Fluss, Comoe, 7.ix.1985 (leg. Politzar)” (ZSM).

p. 301

Acontia (Uracontia) goateri spec. nov., paratypes omitted: 2
Politzar)” (ZSM).

p. 302

Distribution: Only known from the few localities in Kenya given above. Delete the rest of the sentence.

p. 342

Headline: for A. (A.) triphaenoides Wallengren, 1856 read: A. (A.) trichaenoides Wallengren, 1856

p. 385

Headline: for A. (A.) guffifera Felder & Rogenhofer, 1874 read: A. (A.) guttifera Felder & Rogenhofer,
1874

p. 417

Fig. 97 a): for Zimbabwe read: Zimbabwe

p. 513

Fig. 193 d): for c) read: d)

p. 513

Fig. 193 e): for c) read: e)

p. 534

Fig. 214 a): for 'male genitalia' read: ‘male genitalia of A. subolivacea Hacker & Holloway spec. nov.’

xx,

"Kenya, Kibwezi, 1.-3.v.1992 (leg.
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p. 536

Fig. 216 b): for ‘female genitalia, gen.prep. Holloway 21230w, paratype, Indonesia, W Celebes,
G. Rankoenau, Paloe' read: 'Acontia spec., female genitalia, BMNH noctuid slide 21231w, W. Bali,
Prapetagoeng, 1500 ft, v 1935.

p. 536

Fig. 216 c): for 'female genitalia, gen.prep. BMNH 21231w, Bali' read: 'female genitalia, gen.prep. BMNH
21230w, paratype, Indonesia, W. Celebes, G. Rankoenau, Paloe'.

p. 664

Fig. 5: read: Acontia (Emmelia) clerana (Lower, 1901): w, holotype of Tarache hieroglyphica Lower,
1901: [Australia]:”N[ew] S[outh] W[ales]: Broken Hill” (SAM, Adelaide).

2) Supplementa
Abbreviations:
BMNH
MCSN
MNHN
MRAC
NHMU
NHMW
ZSM
RSA

British Museum (Natural History), London
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Milano
Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris
Musee Royal de l’Afrique Centrale, Tervuren
Naturhistorisches Museum der Humboldt-Universität, Berlin
Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien
Zoologische Staatssammlung, München
Republic of South Africa

Acontia (Emmelia) gagites (Warren, 1913) (pl. 57, fig. 1)

Tarache gagites Warren, 1913, in Seitz, Die Gross-Schmetterlinge des Indo-Australischen Faunengebietes, Band II Eulenartige
Nachtfalter: 304, pl. 27, row e. L.t.: [Indonesia]: Timor: Dutch Timor, Dili (BMNH)   

Note
This species belongs to the Acontia transfigurata species group close to A. (Emmelia) marmoralis (Fabricius,
1794) and A. (E.) wallaceana Hacker, Legrain et Fibiger, 2008 (cf. Hacker et al., 2008, pp 270-273). In the species
list in the revision this taxon was omitted because of lack of knowledge: the two male syntypes could not been
found in the BMNH.
Surprisingly Jeremy Holloway (pers. comm. 4. Aug. 2009) discovered the type specimens and checked the
genitalia of one male (prep. 21698x) (fig. 1a). The original belief that the taxon gagites Warren, 1913 is an
isolated sister species of A. (E.) marmoralis and A. (E.) wallaceana can now be confirmed. Despite the fact that
the posterior third and cucullus of both valvae of the preparation are broken, the following specific differences are
obvious:
- saccular processes of both sides stronger and larger than in either A. (E.) marmoralis or A. (E.) wallaceana;
- clasper similar, simple, harpe well developed and thorn-shaped, in contrast to the two congeners;
- heavily sclerotised area at the posterior tip of the aedeagus shifted midwards;
- the two spine/cornuti fields of the everted vesica stronger, composed of a larger number of spines/cornuti;
- single and strong basal cornutus of the everted vesica backwardly directed as in A. (E.) marmoralis (in A.
wallaceana lacking), but generally stronger.
A. (E.) gagites Warren, 1913 is more closely related to A. (E.) marmoralis than to A. (E.) wallaceana. As already
argued in the revision, Timor Island and the Lesser Sunda Islands, to the east of Wallacean boundary are in a
region with a high level of endemism and a general biodiverity hotspot. Most of those hotspots are located in the
tropics and in forests. The Wallacea separates the zoogeographical regions of Asia and Australia: west of the line
organisms reated to Asiatic species are found; eastward most are related to Australian species. Timor itself at the
eastern edge of the Lesser Sunda Islands is quite far to the east of the Wallacea, and therefore the existence of
an isolated sister species is not really astonishing.

Genus Hypercalymnia Hampson, 1910

Cat. Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 8: 6 - lacking type species; Cat. Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 9: 185
type species: metaxantha Hampson, 1910 (subsequent designation by Hampson, 1910)

The genus Hypercalymnia is a synonym of Acontia Ochsenheimer, and most of the species hitherto included
belong in that genus. The type species and the other congeners treated here show the characteristic Acontia
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autapomorphies which were defined by Hacker (et al., 2008):
- Forewing coloration characteristically bird-dropping like, ground colour milky white, shiny; hindwing with sharply
outlined, dark grey-brown submarginal shading;
-7th segement with two abdominal coremata of similar length to the valvae; coremata fixed by a holding-device
band, with similar diameter to that of 7th segment; coremata laterally projected during mating;
-Uncus very long, narrow, almost equally broad and curved in a smooth semicircle;
- Scaphium with two slightly sclerotised crests with dorso-lateral hair-like tufts, sometimes strap-like;
- Valvae structures highly asymmetrical, broadest medially;
- Costal margin of sacculus strengthened as a crest, usually highly asymmetrical, often with more or less large
spine-like or club-like process;
- Central area of valva between sacculus and clasper with window, weakly sclerotised;
- Antrum ventro-laterally strengthened by two long and heavily sclerotised ribs from the 8th abdominal segment
to the anterior end of sclerotised antrum.
The synonymy is formalised here:
Acontia Ochsenheimer, 1816 = Hypercalymnia Hampson, 1910 syn. nov.
As a consequence, it is necessary to synonymise also the tribe Hypercalymniini Fibiger & Lafontaine, 2005,
described for the type genus Hypercalymnia Hampson, 1910, further including Paracaroides Kenrick, 1917,
Procrateria Hampson, 1905, Pseudelaeodes Viette, 1965, and Eutelephia Hampson, 1926. Fibiger & Lafontaine
(2005) characterised and described the tribe Hypercalymniini with the following character states:
1) forewing boldly patterned and colourful
2) scaphium membranous, clothed with a few to many hair-like setae (in Acontiini and Armadini they are
separated into two patches)
3) antrum ventrally with a sclerotised plate with a V-shaped cleft (weakly defined in some species)
Character 3) is common in most Acontia species (cf. figures 1-223 of the revision). Character 2) may apply to
one or more of the genera mentioned above, but not to Hypercalymnia and its type species metaxantha Hampson,
1910. Character 1) applies to nearly all Acontia species.
Subfamily Acontiinae, tribe Acontiini = Hypercalymniini Fibiger & Lafontaine, 2005 syn. nov.
The group of species is treated here as metaxantha species group of the subgenus Acontia at the end of this
subgenus and next to the A. (A.) margaritata species group. The appendages of the valva of the male genitalia of
the metaxantha species group show a large variability, as in various species groups of the subgenus Acontia.

Acontia (Acontia) metaxantha Hampson, 1910 comb. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 2)

Hypercalymnia metaxantha Hampson, 1910, Cat. Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 9: 185, fig. 69. L.t.: Congo: Katanga Distr.

Note
The male genitalia of a specimen from Congo: Elisabethville (fig. 2a) have been checked; the species corresponds
in facies with that figured by Hampson (1910, fig. 68) and Gaede (1935, pl. 10 row d); the species is present also
in the Berio collection (MCSN).
Location of type material
Holotype,

x, "Congo, Katanga Distr. (leg. Neave)” (BMNH, London).

Material checked
Congo

1 x, "Elisabethville, xii 1937 (gen.prep. E. Berio 5549 x) (leg. Ch. Seydel)” (MCSN); 1 x, "Elisabethville, 18.xi.1956
(gen.prep. H. Hacker 17045 x) (leg. Ch. Seydel)” (ZSM).

Diagnosis, possibility of misidentification, variability
Wingspan 31 mm (holotype 34 mm). The facies of the species is very characteristic, especially the dividing line
(median line) between the pale and beige-olive basal part and the much darker terminal part of the forewing: it
extends from the centre of the inner margin to the subapical part of the oosta, including a radial bulge from the
subapical part of the costa to the terminal margin of the wing at the vein R 4. Basal part of the forewing slightly
brown-olive suffused; dorsal half of the dividing line (median line) outwards dark olive suffused.
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Hindwing uniformly pale beige. Underside of the wings shiny, uniform beige with slight grey-olive tint distal to the
median line.
The species has such a characteristic facies that misidentification is more or less impossible.
Male genitalia
The type species of Hypercalymnia as well as all congeners below belong to the subgenus Acontia; the processes
of the valva and sacculus are multi-shaped, which is a general character of the species of this subgenus. Abdominal
coremata present.
Female genitalia
Unknown at present.
Distribution
Only known from Katanga, the prosperous Haut-Katanga Province in the southernmost Congo; Elisabethville
= Lumbumbashi is the capital of this Province. It seems likely that this rare species is more widespread in the
adjacent areas.

Acontia (Acontia) versicolorata Hacker nom. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 5)

=Calymnia olivescens Hampson, 1910, Cat. Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 9: 200, pl. 142, fig. 1. L.t.: [Kenya] Br. East Africa: Taveta
praeocc. by olivescens Hampson, 1910 (Cat. Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 10: 708, pl. 170, fig. 20) and olivescens Hampson, 1910 (Cat. Lep.
Phal. Br. Mus. 10: 719, pl. 171, fig. 3)

Note
As result of the new combination with Acontia, the specific name of the species known hitherto as Cosmia
olivescens (Hampson, 1910); becomes a secondary homonym, because the taxon olivescens already exists twice
in the combination with Acontia (cf. Hacker et al., 2008: 223, 267).
Location of type material
Holotype,

x, [Kenya] "Br. East Africa, Taveta

(leg. Rogers)” (BMNH, London).

Material checked
Kenya
Ethiopia

1 x, holotype, [Kenya] "Br. East Africa, Taveta (leg. Rogers)” (BMNH, London); 1 x, "Kibwezi, 1.-3.v.[19]92 (gen.
prep. H. Hacker 17770 x) (leg. H. Politzar)” (ZSM);
1 x, "Ethiopia, Gamo Gofa Prov., Konso, Konso Edget Hotel garden, 1300m, 5.v.2008 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17125
x) (leg. S. Naumann & H. Schnitzler)” (ZSM);

Diagnosis, possibility of misidentification, variability
Wingspan 28.5 mm (holotype 34 mm). The species was well figured (as Calymnia olivescens) by Hampson (1910,
pl. 142, fig. 1) and Gaede (1935, pl. 10 row d); it can be easily confused with the following species A.(A.) hausmanni
spec. nov. from Kenya, or with another (possibly conspecific) species from Congo in the Berio collection: N. Lac
Kivu, Rwankwi, v 1948 (gen.prep. E. Berio 5498 x) (leg. J.V. Leroy) (MCSN) (cf. under the following species).
Male genitalia (fig. 2b)
The typical Acontia features very well developed, especially the two slightly sclerotised crests with dorso-lateral
hair-like tufts on the scaphium, the crest-like costal margin of the sacculus and the “window” in the forewing
centre. The processes of the sacculus are well developed, long, dagger-like, slightly shorter on the right side;
clasper on both sides developed as longitudinal plate; harpe absent. Abdominal coremata present.
Female genitalia
Unknown at present.
Distribution
Known from the three localities mentioned above, but probably much more widespread in the adjacent areas.
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Acontia (Acontia) hausmanni Hacker spec. nov. (pl. 57, figs 3, 4)
Material

Holotype: x, "Kenya, Nairobi, Kabete, 4.ix.1972 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17326 x) (leg. H. Politzar)” (ZSM);
Paratypes: 1

x, "Kenya, Nairobi, Kabete, 27.xii.1972 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17320 x) (leg. H. Politzar)” (ZSM); 1 w, "Kenya,
Nairobi, Kabete, 4.vi.1973 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17321 w) (leg. H. Politzar)” (ZSM); 1 x, "Kenya, Mt. Kenya, Thego,
15.xii.1993 (leg. H. Politzar)” (ZSM).

Locus typicus: Kenya, Nairobi, Kabete
Derivatio nominis: The species is dedicated to Dr. Axel Hausmann, curator of the Lepidoptera section of the Zoologische
Staatssammlung, Munich. Axel Hausmann has published numerous articles on Geometridae and is regarded as a leading authority
on Palaearctic Geometridae. He was responsible for the integration of the Politzar collection, which is extremely rich African
material, in the ZSM, and he made the Noctuidae section available for the present author for evaluation and study.

Description
Wingspan of the holotype 33 mm, of the paratypes 27.5, 31 and 33 mm. Generally in facies similar to the preceding
species A (A). versicolorata, but with the following specific differences:
- coloration darker, ground colour dark olive-brown (in A (A). versicolorata pale beige-olive);
- forewing broader, apex strongly tipped, outer margin towards the anal angle with a significant tip - in this area
terminal line and wing margin are outwards curved;
- coloration and wing pattern of the forewing as in A (A). versicolorata, but rather uniformly suffused dark olive;
- hindwing broad, pale beige, and with olive-grey terminal shading, which extends basad along the veins; discal
spot present (in A (A). versicolorata hindwing is unicolorous whitish);
-underside of wings much darker than in A (A). versicolorata, especially forewings, postmedian fascia of the
hindwing and discal spot.
Male genitalia (figs 3a, b)
Similar to those of A (A). versicolorata; the following differences are specific:
- cucullus more or less rectangular (in A (A). versicolorata rounded); corona well developed;
- sacculus shorter and broader;
- posterior processes of sacculus similar, but much stronger and broader, posteriorly closed by anvil-shaped
structures on both sides;
- clasper (harpe lacking) similar, but more strongly developed and sclerotised.
- aedeagus shorter; vesica with an additional spine field.
Abdominal coremata present.
Female genitalia (fig. 3c)
Ductus bursae moderately long, posterior half more strongly sclerotised; bursa copulatrix saccate, posterior
third slightly sclerotised, anterior 2/3 ovoid, membranous; appendix bursae well separated, semiglobular, slightly
sclerotised.
Distribution
Known from the two localities in Kenya mentioned above, probably much more widespread in the adjacent areas.
One specimen from the Kivu Lake might belong to this species: “Congo, N. Lac Kivu, Rwankwi, v 1948 (gen.prep.
E. Berio 5498 x) (leg. J.V. Leroy)” (MCSN).

Acontia (Acontia) ampijoroa (Viette, 1965) comb. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 7)

Hypercalymnia ampijoroa Viette, 1965, Bull. Soc. Ent. Fr. 70: 90. L.t.: Madagascar: Ankarafantiska region

Note
Genitalia of both sexes were figured by Viette (1967, figs 508, 510). The species is endemic in W Madagascar;
it is on the wing in January.
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Acontia (Acontia) laurenconi (Viette, 1965) comb. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 8)

Hypercalymnia laurenconi Viette, 1965, Bull. Soc. Ent. Fr. 70: 90. L.t.: Madagascar: Anosibe Route, km 57

Note
Genitalia of both sexes were figured by Viette (1967, figs 507, 509). The species is endemic in W Madagascar; it
flies between January and March.

Acontia (Acontia) malagasy (Viette, 1965) comb. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 9)

Hypercalymnia laurenconi Viette, 1965, Bull. Soc. Ent. Fr. 70: 90. L.t.: Madagascar: 50 km SE Diego Suarez, Analamerana
Forest

Note
Male genitalia figured by Viette (1967, fig. 505). The species is endemic in Madagascar; flying from January to
April.

Acontia (Acontia) gloriosa (Kenrick, 1917) comb. nov.

Hypercalymnia gloriosa Kenrick, 1917, Trans. Ent. Soc. London 1917: 90, pl. iv. L.t.: Madagascar

Note
Genitalia of both sexes were figured by Viette (1967, figs 496, 497). The species is endemic in Madagascar; it is
on the vwing in between January and May.

Acontia (Acontia) transducta (Viette, 1958) comb. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 11)

Bocula transducta Viette, 1965, Mem. Inst. Sc. Madagascar, Ser. E, 9: 158, pl. 1, fig. 15. L.t.: E Madagascar, Ifanadiana Distr.,
Ronamafana region

Note
Male genitalia figured by Viette (1967, fig. 506). The species is endemic in E Madagascar; it flies in March.

Acontia (Acontia) splendida (Rothschild, 1924) comb. nov.

Caracharoda splendida Rothschild, 1924, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (ser. 9) 14: 314. L.t.: Madagascar: Diego Suarez

Note
Female genitalia figured by Viette (1967, fig. 498). The species is endemic in Madagascar; it is on the wing
between January and March.
It seems unlikely that the following two specific taxa belong to Acontia; but at present there was no possibility
to check their genitalia structures. If they do not belong in Acontia, they have to be placed in different genera,
because Hypercalymnia is a synonym of Acontia.

[Hypercalymnia] paphos Viette, 1973 (pl. 57, fig. 10)

Hypercalymnia paphos Viette, 1965, Lambillionea 72: 10, fig. 1. L.t.: N. Madagascar: East of Mangindrano

[Hypercalymnia] viridivariegata Berio, 1939

Hypercalymnia viridivariegata Berio, 1939, Mem. Soc. Ent. Ital. 17: 54, pl. 2, fig. 6. L.t.: Eritrea, Elaberet

The species is described from a female; the type specimen is absent from the Berio collection.

Acontia (Acontia) accola (Felder & Rogenhofer, 1874) comb. nov.

(pl. 57, fig. 6)

Cirrhoedia ? accola Felder & Rogenhofer, 1874, Reise Österreichische Fregatte Novara um die Erde in den Jahren 1857, 1859 2
(2/2): pl. 108, fig. 22. L.t.: [RSA]: prom. b. spei [Cape of Good Hope]
= Rhodotarache roseofusca Warren, 1914, Annls South African Mus. 10: 478, pl. 40, fig. 17. L. t.: [RSA]: Cape, Albany
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Note
Judging from the male genitalia (fig. 5b), this beautiful species is a typical Acontia species, close to A. peksi
Hacker, Legrain & Fibiger, 2008, an endemic species of the southern Arabian Peninsula. In the original description
of A. peksi, the species was thought to be an ancient element, because of the relatively strong differences between
it and the other three species of the A. catena group. In fact A. peksi is more closely related to A. accola than to
those species.
A. (A.) accola usually appears twice in the checklist of the Lepidoptera of Southern Africa (Vari et al., 2002)
and elsewhere: as Cirrhoedia accola Felder & Rogenhofer, 1874 [Catocalinae] and Rhodotarache roseofusca
Warren, 1914 [Acontiinae].
Material checked
RSA

1 x, “W-Cape, Beaufort West, Molteno-Pass, 24.ii.2003 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 16541x) (leg. A. Legrain)” (coll. A.
Legrain).

Acontia (Uracontia) magnifica (Viette, 1958) comb. nov. (pl. 57, fig. 12)
Calpiformis magnifica Viette, 1958, Bull. Soc. Ent. Fr. 62: 274. L.t.: Madagascar: Perinet region

Note
Genitalia of both sexes were figured by Viette (1967, figs 493, 494). According to the notes and figures of Viette
(1967) this species shows the characteristic Acontia autapomorphies: forewing coloration bird-dropping like; two
abdominal coremata; scaphium with two slightly sclerotised crests with dorso-lateral hair-like tufts; antrum with
heavily sclerotised ribs. The taxon magnifica Viette is therefore placed here in Acontia in subgenus Uracontia,
close to A. (U.) melanura and A. (U.) titania. Consequently however, there is a need to create a new name for this
species, because within Acontia, magnifica is praeoccupied by magnifica Neumoegen, 1891, the type species of
Heliodora Neumoegen, 1891, a synonym of Acontia Ochsenheimer. (cf. Hacker et al., 2008: 175):
Acontia (Uracontia) viettei Hacker nom. nov

= Acontia (Uracontia) magnifica (Viette, 1958), praeocc. by Acontia (Emmelia) magnifica Neumoegen, 1891

The species is endemic in Madagascar; it flies in January - March, July and November.
The male genitalia of the type species of Calpiformis Hampson, 1908, C. craushayi Hampson, 1905 were figured by
Janse (1937, pl. 35, figs 2-3); C. craushayi is not congeneric with A. viettei nom. nov., and the genus Calpiformis
not a synonym of Acontia.

Acontia (Uracontia) melaphora (Hampson, 1910) comb. nov.

(pl. 57, figs 13-15)

Protarache melaphora Hampson, 1910, Cat. Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 10: 374, pl. CLX, fig. 2. L. t.: [Botswana] Bechuanaland, N’Gami
Material checked
Kenya
Tanzania
Ethiopia

1 x, “Kibwezi, Forest, 5.i.[19]92 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 16841x) (leg. Politzar)” (ZSM); 1 w, "Taita Discovery Centre,
Entrance, 500m, 1.iv.2001 (leg. J. & W. de Prins)” (MRAC);
1 w, “Mpanda, Sibwesa, xii 1971 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 16954w) (leg. J. Kielland)” (ZSM); 1 w, "Tanganyika,
B.E. Africa, Laiverero, 26.i.1960 (leg. J. Szunyoghy)” (HNHM); 1 w, "USA River, 3900 ft., ix 1965-ii 1966 (leg. J.
Szunyoghy)” (HNHM);
1 x, “12 km W Jinka, border Mago National Park, 6.v.2008, 05°18’47’’N, 36°44’07’’E, 930 m (gen.prep. H. Hacker
17133x) (leg. H. Hacker & H-P. Schreier)“ (coll. H. Hacker, ZSM); 1 w, “Prov. Gamogofa, 10,5 km W Weyto,
10.v.2008, 05°26’06’’N, 36°55’33’’E, 650 m (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17338w) (leg. H. Hacker & H-P. Schreier)“ (coll.
H-P. Schreier).

Note
This taxon and Protarache polygrapha Berio, 1950, described from Eritrea, are probably synonymous, but the
w type specimen of P. polygrapha is not present in the Berio collection (MCSN) and the species has never been
figured. Berio (1950) mentioned neither the size of the species nor a useful comparision with the second African
congener P. melaphora Hampson in his description.
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The single w type specimen of melaphora from Botswana, figured by Hampson (1910, pl. CLX, fig. 2) agrees with
the East African ones and therefore conspecificy is assumed here. The genus Protarache Hampson, 1910 (Cat.
Lep. Phal. Br. Mus. 10: 373) itself with its Indian type species eulepidea Hampson, 1896 seems to be congeneric
with the African species, but this remains unconfirmed.
Male and female genitalia (figs 4a-c)
A. melaphora is provisionally placed here in the subgenus Uracontia Beck, 1996 of the following reasons:
- lack of several of the typical and usual Acontia features like abdominal brushes, asymmetrical valvae and
appendages, sclerotised costal margin of the sacculus, sclerotised plate from the apical part of ductus bursae
to the basal part of corpus bursae;
- presence of other typical and usual Acontia features like the characteristic hair-tufts of the scaphium, the
window-like and weakly sclerotised central part of the valva from sacculus outwards, the typical antrum of the
female.
Generally the subgenus Uracontia includes some species lacking most of the Acontia autapomorphies.
Nevertheless it would perhaps be better to place A. melaphora in its own subgenus, probably Protarache Hampson,
1910, the autapomorphies of which are the characters mentioned above.

Genus Paracaroides Kenrick, 1917

Trans. Ent. Soc. London 1917: 89
type species: Paracaroides pratti Kenrick, 1917
Material checked

Madagascar 1 x, “Madagascar Est, 42 km N de Sambava, forêt d’ Analabe, 50m, 15./20.xi.1958 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17799x)
(leg. P. Griveaud, A. Peyrieras et P. Viette)” (MNHN);

Note
Male genitalia figured by Viette (1967, fig. 521). At first glance the genitalia of the type species P. pratti show some
similarity with typical Acontia genitalia. But in fact they lack five of the autapomorphic characters (fig. 5a):
- two abdominal coremata and the two slightly sclerotised crests of the scaphium with dorso-lateral hair-like tufts
lacking;
- costal margin of sacculus not crest-like strengthened; club-like processes absent;
- bursa copulatrix elongated, divided into a posterior sclerotised part and an anterior, ovoid, membranous part;
sclerotised plate from the apical part of ductus bursae to the basal part of corpus bursae lacking;
Two of the autapomorphies are present in P. pratti:
- central area of valva between sacculus and clasper with window, weakly sclerotised;
- antrum broad, goblet-shaped, sclerotised lateral ribs from the 8th abdominal segment to the anterior end of
sclerotised antrum present;
Nevertheless it seems more convincing to treat Paracaroides Kenrick as a Madagascan sister genus of Acontia
than to include it in the Acontia complex. According to Poole (1989) and Viette (1967) the genus includes eight
species, all of which are endemic on Madagascar.
Three more genera, Procrateria Hampson, 1905, Pseudelaeodes Viette, 1965, and Eutelephia Hampson, 1926,
were included by Fibiger & Lafontaine (2005) in the tribe Hypercalymniini; the genitalia features of some of their
species were figured by Viette (1967, figs 528-534). Their characters differ more from those of Acontia than those
of Paracaroides.

Acontia trimaculata Aurivillius, 1879
This common African and South Arabian species (cf. Hacker et al., 2008, distribution map 11) occurs also in
southernmost Iran:
Material checked
Iran
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1 x, “S-Iran, 75 km nördl. Bander-Abbas, 3.iv.1974 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17888x) (leg. Vartian)” (NHMW).

Acontia melaena (Hampson, 1899) comb. nov. (pl. 64, figs 19, 20)

Tarache melaena Hampson, 1899, Bull. Liverpool Mus. 2: 36, pl. 20, fig.s 9, 10. L. t.: Sokotra, Hadibu Plain
Material checked
Yemen

1 w, syntype, “Hadibu Plain, Sokotra, 14.xii.[18]98 (leg. W.R.O. Grant)” (BMNH); 1 w, “Sokotra Island N, hills near
Hadibu, 29.ii.2008 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17908w) (leg. A. Saldaitis)” (coll. H. Hacker, ZSM); numerous ww, “Sokotra
Isl., Di Hamri loc., 20.-21.xi.2008 (leg. Saldaitiene & Saldaitis)” (coll. A. Saldaitis; H. Hacker, ZSM); 1 x, “Sokotra
Island N, Haghier Mts., Ayhaft loc., 500m, 4..iii.2008 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17905x) (leg. A. Saldaitis)” (coll. H.
Hacker, ZSM); 3 xx, “Sokotra Island, Ayhft valley, 21.xi.2008 (leg. Saldaitiene & Saldaitis)” (coll. A. Saldaitis; H.
Hacker, ZSM); 1 x, “Sokotra Island, Di Hamri loc., 20.-21.xi.2008 (leg. Saldaitiene & Saldaitis)” (coll. A. Saldaitis).

Note
This species was originally described under Acontia [Tarache], subfamily Acontiinae, but later (1910) combined
by the same author with the genus Eulocastra Butler, 1886, which belongs to the subfamily Eustrotiinae.
Male and female genitalia (fig 1b, c)
Similar to those of the A (E.). conifrons species group, but different in several characters which are sufficient to
place this species in its own species group: A (E.). melaena species group, close to the species group mentioned.
The following features are characteristic for both the species group, and the species:
- abdominal coremata of similar length; uncus, scaphium and shape of valvae and sacculi similar;
- ampulla-like costal process present, but twice as long;
- sacculi symmetrical (in the conifrons species group slightly asymmetrical);
- clasper-harpe system even more asymmetrical: on the right side a large rectangular plate with a strong thornshaped process; on the left side somewhat similar, but less strong and broad;
- vesica with three single cornuti and one patch of short and small cornuti;
- apophyses relatively short; antrum of half size, goblet-shaped;
- ductus bursae well developed and sclerotised; membranous interspace between ductus and antrum reduced;
- bursa copulatrix divided into two parts: anterior 2/3 elongated, narrow, completely membranous; posterior
1/3 broad, appendix broad, nearly rectangular with heavy sclerotisation of its posterior and “roof”-like part.
Sclerotisation anteriorly increasingly reduced.
Distribution
Only known from Sokotra Island, endemic, but evidently quite common there, judging from material recently
recorded by A. Saldaitis (Hacker & Saldaitis, i. l.).

Acontia (Emmelia) eburnea Hacker spec. nov. (pl. 64, fig. 21)
Material

Holotype: x, Ivory Coast "Elfenbeinküste, Man, 16.viii.1975 (gen.prep. H. Hacker 17950 x) (leg. H. Politzar)” (ZSM);
Derivatio nominis: The name of the species is derived from the Latin eburneus = ivory, which refers to the ground coloration of
the species.

Description
Wingspan of the holotype 19.5 mm. A. eburnea most closely resembles the East African A. notha Hacker, Legrain
& Fibiger, 2008, but differs in the following respects:
- dark anal half of the marginal band of the forewing more or less dissolved, taking the ivory ground coloration
of the forewing;
- the oblique, grey-brown streak from the inner margin to the orbicular stigma well developed; in A. notha less
or undeveloped and nearly straight;
- reniform and orbicular stigmata less distinct, orbicular stigma more or less merged in the ivory ground colour;
- adterminal line of the forewing developed as row of black, diconnected lunules, which are completely absent
in all other species of the A. natalis species group;
- hindwings of the ground colour, lacking any marginal shade.
A. eburnea is the West African sister species of the East African A. notha.
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Male genitalia (fig. 1d)
Similar to those of A. notha, displaying the following specific differences:
- valva shorter and broader, inner margin straight, costal margin slightly curved inward;
- cucullus rounded; posterior tip of harpe close to the cucullus;
- sacculus broader, centrally nearly triangular; central “window” of the valva larger than in A. notha.
Abdominal coremata and hair tufts at the scaphium very marked and similar to those of A. notha.
Female genitalia
Unknown so far.
Distribution
Hitherto only known from the type locality.
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Fig. 1
a) Acontia gagites (Warren, 1913), male genitalia, type, gen.prep. BMNH 21608x, [Indonesia]: Timor: Dutch
Timor, Dili;
b) Acontia melaena (Hampson, 1899), male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17905x, Sokotra;
c) Acontia melaena (Hampson, 1899), female genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17908w, Sokotra;
d) Acontia (Emmelia) eburnea Hacker spec. nov., holotype, male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17950x, Ivory
Coast;
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Fig. 2

a) Acontia metaxantha (Hampson, 1910), male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17045x, Congo, Elisabethville;
b) Acontia versicolorata nom. nov. (= olivescens Hampson, 1910 praeocc.), male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker
17125x; Ethiopia, Konso;
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Fig. 3

a) Acontia hausmanni spec. nov., holotype, male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17326x, Kenya, Kabete;
b) Acontia hausmanni spec. nov., paratype, male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17320x, Kenya, Kabete;
c) Acontia hausmanni spec. nov., paratype, female genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17321w, Kenya, Kabete;
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Fig. 4

a) Acontia melaphora (Hampson, 1910), male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 16841x, Kenya, Kibwezi;
b) Acontia melaphora (Hampson, 1910), male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17133x, Ethiopia, Jinka;
c) Acontia melaphora (Hampson, 1910), female genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17338w, Ethiopia, Weyto;
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Fig. 5

a) Paracaroides pratti Kenrick, 1917, male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 17789x, Madagascar;
b) Acontia accola (Felder & Rogenhofer, 1874), male genitalia, gen.prep. H. Hacker 15641x, RSA, W-Cape;
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